
                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

                                
                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
 

                         

                             

 

                      Purley Classics 

                              Present    

 

 

 
                                                                  
                                                 

 
 

 

                   Valerie Wong – Soprano 

                    Andy Mellor – Clarinet 

                       Angela Novy - Piano 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Wednesday 12th October 2022 

                              St Mark’s Church, Woodcote                                                                                                                            

 



 

 

                                               Programme 

 

Francis Poulenc (1899 – 1930) 

La Courte Paille 

 

I. Le sommeil 

II. Quelle aventure! 

III. La reine de cœur 

IV. Ba, be, bi, bo, bu 

V. Les anges musiciens 

VI. Le carafon 

VII. Lune d’avril 

 

Henri Duparc (1848 – 1933) 

 

Au pays où se fait la guerre 

 

Le manoir de Rosemond 

 

 

                               Valerie Wong, soprano 

                                  Angela Novy, piano 

 

 

Alban Berg (1885 – 1935) 

Piano Sonata, Op. 1 

 

Gerald Finzi (1901 – 1956) 

Five Bagatelles for clarinet and Piano 

 

I. Prelude 

II. Romance 

III. Carol 

IV. Forlana 

V. Fughetta 

 

 

                                  Andy Mellor, clarinet 

                                  Angela Novy, piano 

 
 

 

 

 

                                           

                                     Purley Classics 

 

 

 

Our next recital is on Wednesday 9th November 2022. 

 

Ophelia Gordon, piano, will play music by Rachmaninov, Ravel 

and Samuel Coleridge-Taylor 

 

Ophelia is a pianist, performer, accompanist and educator.  

She has attained high-level diplomas and performs on piano 

and several other classical instruments across various genres 

and styles. Ophelia grew up in a musical family and has 

travelled the world and worked with other professionals. She 

now pursues a portfolio career as a performer, accompanist 

and teacher. 

 

 

 

Please make a donation to cover the expenses of running 

these recitals and to continue to bring live classical music to 

the heart of Purley.   

 

If you wish us to inform you of forthcoming events please put 

your name and email address on the list at the back of the 

church or use the contact page on our web site 

purleyclassics.com.  We will use your address only to send you 

information about Purley Classics and for no other purposes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       purleyclassics.com 

 

 

                                



 

 

 

 

In her last year at Guildhall, Angela researched the effects of 

politics on music and culture.  One livestream recital was a 

look at the history of the rise and fall of the Weimar Republic 

and included music by musical theatre, classical and film 

composers.  Angela’s end of year recital was a social 

commentary on World War I, told through music and poetry. 

She also put together a livestream recital just before the 

January 2021 lockdown to discuss themes of death and the 

grieving process.  During the spring lockdown, she re-joined 

Nishevci, Lussoso, European Bob and a number of other 

musicians and artists to help write, record and produce an 

album entitled Hindsight is 2020. 

 

 

She currently lives north of London, working as an accompanist 

and an educator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           Biographies 

 

 

 

 

Valerie Wong 

 

Valerie Wong, Hong Kong-born Soprano, took part in multiple 

opera productions including L'elisir d'amore by Donizetti, as 

Gianetta, Les Contes d'Hoffmann by Offenbach, as La Voix, 

Suor Angelica and Gianni Schicchi by Giacomo Puccini, as La 

Badessa and La Ciesca, Semele by Handel, as Ino, Così fan 

tutte and Le Nozze Di Figaro by Mozart, Die Fledermaus by 

Johann Strauss II, La Cenerentola by Rossini, Don Giovanni by 

Mozart, Tosca by Giacomo Puccini and Otello by Giuseppe 

Verdi. 

 

Wong visited Taipei as the representative of the Hong Kong 

Academy for Performing Arts, for performance exchange with 

the students from the Taipei National University of the Art and 

the Taipei Philharmonic Opera Studio in 2016.  In June 2017 

Wong was also invited to perform in the HKSAR 20th 

Anniversary Celebration Concert – “Two Decades of 

Elegance” -  in Hong Kong and Shenzhen, China. 

 

Wong graduated with a Master of Performance at the 

Guildhall School of Music and Drama under John Evans.  She 

also obtained the Bachelor of Music (Honours) under 

renowned soprano Nancy Yuen in and Diploma of Music of the 

Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts in 2015.  Wong was a 

recipient of the Hong Kong Welsh Male Voice Choir 

Scholarship, Michael Rippon Memorial Scholarship, and the 

Guildhall Financial Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Andy Mellor 

 

Andy enjoys a varied freelance career, having worked with 

notable leading orchestras and ensembles across the country, 

including the London Symphony Orchestra, Royal Scottish 

National Orchestra and the Hallé.  As an experienced soloist, 

chamber, orchestral and contemporary musician, highlights 

include performances at St. John Smith’s Square, St. James’s 

Piccadilly, LSO St. Luke’s and a guest appearance alongside 

the RNCM Symphony Orchestra in November 2018 at their 

high-profile tribute concert to Sir John Manduell, which was 

later recorded and featured on Prima Facie Records.   

 

Passionate towards versatile playing, Andy has additionally 

performed at the Montreux Jazz Festival in Switzerland, the EFG 

London Jazz Festival and appeared alongside Gwylim Simcock 

and the Impossible Gentlemen. 

 

Born and raised in Harrogate, North Yorkshire, Andy began his 

musical studies at Yorkshire Young Musicians at Leeds 

Conservatoire.  He was awarded a seat with the National 

Youth Orchestra of Great Britain before moving to Manchester 

to study at the Royal Northern College of Music, where he 

graduated in 2019 with First Class Honours after studying with 

Lynsey Marsh, Nicholas Cox, Chris Swann and Matt Hunt.  He 

later moved to London to continue his studies on the 

Orchestral Artistry programme at the Guildhall School of Music 

and Drama, studying with Joy Farrall, Andrew Marriner and 

Michael Collins.  Graduating in 2021 with Distinction, Andy was 

the winner of the Guildhall Clarinet Prize and a finalist at the 

Needlemakers Prize for Woodwind.  Andy’s studies were 

supported with generous scholarships from the Worshipful 

Company of Musicians Company, Norman Gee Scholarship 

Foundation and Help Musicians UK and he is thankful for their 

support. 

 

Committed to outreach and educational work, Andy has 

participated in workshops across London, Yorkshire, 

Manchester and Cumbria and regularly enjoys working with 

LSO Discovery. 

 

 

 

 

Andy is proud to be a Young Artist in association with the 

Worshipful Company of Musicians and plays on Buffet 

Crampon clarinets, which he was able to purchase with the 

generous support of the Wolfson Foundation. 

 

 

Angela Novy 

 

Angela Novy recently completed her Master of Music and 

Performance from Guildhall School of Music and Drama in 

London, UK. She received her Bachelor of Music from James 

Madison University in Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

 

Prior to moving to London, she lived in New York City, working 

as an accompanist in musical theatre, classical art song and 

ballet. She accompanied cabarets in various venues in the city 

and taught musical theatre in schools throughout Brooklyn.  

She gained her experience accompanying vocal lessons and 

final exams at New York University.  She also worked for New 

York Theatre Ballet, accompanying the classes in the dance 

school and beginner adult classes. 

 

Angela began studying at Guildhall School of Music and 

Drama in Autumn 2018 as part of the Graduate Certificate 

Course.  She then began the Master of Music in Autumn 2019. 

During that year, she focused her studies on French Art Song 

and contemporary music.  She worked with many singers and 

pianists in a project centred around the music of Chausson 

and Duparc and she planned a small project comparing the 

cabaret scenes of Paris and Berlin around World War I with 

music by Milhaud, Poulenc and Weill.  Her final recital focused 

on the life and times of Francis Poulenc.  Outside of French 

music she joined composer Aurora Nishevci, violinst Giullia 

Lussoso and poet European Bob to premier the work Not My 

Lover, which discusses English politics. 

 

 

 

  


